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SUBJECT: BURMESE COUP PLOT: PRESS GUIDANCE 

REF: RANGOON 2608 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES THE DESIRABILITY OF PRE- 
PARING PRESS GUIDANCE IN ORDER TO MINIMIZE THE POTENTIAL 
FOR MISUNDERSTANDING DESCRIBED IN REFTEL. IF THE NEED 
ARISES, WE INTEND TO USE YOUR DRAFT GUIDANCE WITH THE 
FOLLOWING MODIFICATIONS AND ADDITIONS. 

2. Q. THERE IS A REPORT THAT ONE OF THE OFFICERS IN- 
VOLVED IN THE COUP PLOT AGAINST PRESIDENT NE WIN 

ASKED FOR ASYLUM IN THE AMERICAN EMBASSY BUT WAS TURNED 
DOWN. IS THAT TRUE? 

A. I CAN CONFIRM THAT A MAN CLAIMING TO BE A BURMESE 
ARMY OFFICER CAME TO 
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THE AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE ON THE NIGHT OF JULY 2 TO 
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REQUEST ASYLUM. WHILE NOT REFUSED ADMISSION OR TEM- 
PORARY REFUGE, THE MAN WAS INFORMED THAT HE WAS NOT 
ELIGIBLE FOR ASYLUM UNDER U.S. GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS 
AND GUIDELINES. 

3. Q. IT IS REPORTED THAT THE AMBASSADOR TURNED THE 
MAN OVER TO THE BURMESE AUTHORITIES. IS THAT CORRECT? 

A. THAT IS NOT CORRECT. ON BEING TOLD THAT HE COULD 
NOT BE GRANTED ASYLUM, THE MAN CHOSE NOT TO REMAIN IN 
THE AMBASSADOR'S COMPOUND, AND THE AMBASSADOR DID NOT 
SEEK TO DETAIN HIM. 

4. Q. DID THE EMBASSY INFORM THE BURMESE AUTHORITIES? 

A. THE AMBASSADOR DID INFORM THE AUTHORITIES ON THE 
FOLLOWING MORNING. AT THE TIME (THE NIGHT OF JULY 2), 

THE AMBASSADOR WAS UNABLE TO ASCERTAIN THE MAN'S BONA 
FIDES. IF THE MAN WAS TELLING THE TRUTH, THEN 
BY HIS OWN ACCOUNT THE AUTHORITIES WERE ALREADY AWARE 
OF ANY THREAT HE MIGHT REPRESENT AND WERE TAKING 
PRECAUTIONS. 

5. Q. WHY WAS IT NECESSARY FOR THE GUB TO BE INFORMED? 

A. IN VIEW OF THE MAN'S APPROACH TO THE EMBASSY. IF 
THERE WAS A PLOT. AND IF THE AUTHORITIES KNEW OF IT, 

THE AMBASSADOR DID NOT WANT THE GUB TO WRONGLY ASSUME 
U.S. INVOLVEMENT. 

6. Q. DID THE AMBASSADOR'S INFORMATION LEAD TO THE 
MAN'S APPREHENSION AND ARREST? 

A. THE AMBASSADOR DID NOT DISCLOSE THE MAN'S IDENTITY 
OR POSITION. THE AUTHORITIES WERE ALREADY AWARE OF THE 
PLOT AND APPEARED TO KNOW THE INDIVIDUAL'S IDENTITY. 

7. Q. WHAT IS THE DEPARTMENT'S POSITION ON ASYLUM? 

A. THE REGULATIONS SAY, "A DIPLOMATIC OR CONSULAR 
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OFFICER SHALL NOT EXTEND ASYLUM TO PERSONS OUTSIDE 
OF THE OFFICER S OFFICIAL OR PERSONAL HOUSEHOLD. 

REFUGE MAY BE AFFORDED TO UNINVITED PERSONS WHO ARE 
IN DANGER OF SERIOUS HARM, AS FROM MOB VIOLENCE, BUT 
ONLY FOR THE PERIOD DURING WHICH ACTIVE DANGER CONTINUES." 
KISSINGER 
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